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Introduction

• Global change threatens 
biodiversity, ecosystems, 
and livelihoods

• Understanding
ecological mechanisms 
is crucial for developing 
nature-based solutions

• Develop capacity by 
educating good 
scientists

• Open Science



International Plant Functional Trait Courses (PFTC)

Svalbard Himalaya AndesScandes Drakensberg

• Hands-on training course in trait-based ecology
• Collaborate with local scientists, prioritize local students
• Active learning approach: how to be a scientist



Collect high quality research data

• Participate in research project
• Trait wheel: learn different leaf measurments
• Become an expert, teach others
• Students become teachers on the next course



Best practice data processing, managing, and publishing

Standardized data collection Code-based data processing Publish data papers



Benefits of 
collaborations



Capacity building
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